


NEW MEMBERS -

Four new members have been added to our membership roster. On
behalf of the membership, welcome! New members are:

Douglas McDonough J. S. Naemura

Laurence A. Barandes
Robert M. Lewert
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TREASURER'S REPORT
Period from 1/1/73 thru 12/31/73

Cash on hand, 1/1/73 $290.43
Income:
Membership Dues $609.70
Supplies, Books, Misc. sales 358.51
Total Income $968.21 7968,21
$1,258.64
Expenditures:
Newsletters/Bulletin (incl.
postage and printing) $439.50

Misc. expenditures (incl.
supplies for resale, clerical
supplies, transfer of treasurer

office records). 350.81
Total Expenditures $790.31 -790.31
Cash on hand, 12/31/73 $468.33 $u68.33
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PROJECTED BUDGET - 1974

Treasury Balance as of 2/1/74 after payment of printing and
postage bills for our translation (mailing only of Bulletin) -
Balance of approximately $100 on hand.

Projected Income during 1974 - Dues: $700, Sale of translations:
$? - depends on our "sales staff"...the membership. lncome from
other sources 1s nominal, mostly items sold at cost: $50/-.

Projected Expenditures will be for Newsletters and Bulletins,
and will take about $500 ~ $600 this year.



What this report obviously points out 1s our need for some
fast and easy income in order for us to operate 1in a progressive
canner during 1974. Two simple and significant sources of income
are possible - prompt payment of DUES and a good response to our
translation offer. The initial response (60 coples sold) let us
at least pay our printing bills.

Several constructive programs are in the offering for 1974. .
A book review service plus possibly a discount book buylng service
looks probable. More translations are in the future - the size
of these undertakings again depend on our working power ($). Our
Newsletter is going to be up-graded through the use of better
printing methods for our oshigata series. We will again put out
six regular sizable Newsletters plus a well-rounded annual Bulletin
towards the end of the year. 1t should be a good year - once we
get 1in the black again - hopefully soon.

Thank You
RCH

NEW ADDRESS FOR JSS SECRETARY -

Mel Oka has terminated his pleasurable several years in Uncle
Sam's army and 1s once again what 1s called a "civilian". Mel has .
advised us of his new address, as follows:

FUJIWARA SADAYUKI w/ TEST -

Mr. Benjamin Hazard was kind enough to send in some further
comments pertalning to the oshigata of a CUTTING TEST which was
presented in the Newsletter Vol. 5 No. 6, page 5. The more precise
rendering of the test data is as follows:

Kambun hachl (this number 8 seems to have been

inscribed as an after thought and 1s really redundant
with the cyclical dating and thus raises some questions)
tsuchinoe-saru (no) toshi (this may also read as
boshinsal in Sino-Japanese rendering) Kigatsu Jjugonichi
futatsu do kirl otoshi. Maeshima Hachiro Tomotsugi
(alternate reading Yuji, but Tomotsugl seems the more
likely).

Kambun (reign name began 1661) 8 senior-earth-monkey

(the 60 year cyclical designation which in the Kambun

reign equates to 1668) year, ninth (lunar) month, 15th

day (which 1s in the western calendar: October 20, 1668) .
cut down through two trunks (that 1s the cut was delivered
between the lower ribs and the pelvlis of twoc bodies).


















CONMMENTARY (cont'd.)

ald, always divide on both sides of any issue, but I for one have

rever observed such extreme divergence of estlmates as to the inter-
mediate picture of the 1mpact on economic growth and the structure
cf the economy because of fuel constraints. In short there is a

great deal of uncertainty as to future rates of GNP growth and the
urnemployment rate. I for one think that the next two or tihree years

ere going to be qulte rough, but whenther that comes to be or not,

wnat is certain is that our economic system has little tOLeration

of uncertainty, and that we have in abundance. As a general rule

art objects are better "investments" than stocks during a period of
severe recession or significant pause in the rate of real growth.

Z tnink we are seeing this phenonenon now. Putting the question

of first class material aside, it ought to be harder to sell material

at & predicted price, and the rate of appreciation of those collect-

ions put together by even the more shrewd collectors will tend to

slow. An obvious prediction is that the rate at which we have

adced new collectors will slow, collections will be more static,

and we will loose some collectors.
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RB does mention that "it 1s easler to buy good tsuba today
rather than good swords", and I heartily agree. That certainliy was
~rue of the last Pikesville show. California dealers had absolutely
first class tsuba in much larger relative amounts than there were
first class blades at that show. 1 saw a number of tsuba there that
were well worthy of inclusicn as illustrations in serious Japanese
tsuba studies, and with one or two exceptions that certainly couldn't
»e sald of the blades presen . While fairly moderately priced,
tnece tsuba tended to be passed over. I think the explanation lies
is sea of ignorance that Western collectors tend to possess about
zsuba. 1t 1s easy to turn to a Hawley type reference and find out
if your prospective blade 1s "worth it" - there is no such ready
nelp for the tsuba collector. I also suspect that even though the
obvious visual aspects of tsuba are so strong, it is harder for a
beginner to tell a good tsuba from a poor one than to do the same
for a blade.

Finally the issue of a deteriorating relationship between the
Japanese and the West is mentioned along with some possible future
consequences for sword collectors. We can only hope that such
orognostications are premature at this time. We do know that after
Tuch oblique internal discussion the Japanese have a well known
capacity for abrupt changes of course. To cover our bets so to
speak 1t might be high time for the JSS/US to explore the prospects
of working out some regular relatobnship with Mr. Nakajima again, or
alternatively of at least seriously examining the costs and benefits
of bringing another polisher of good quality to the U.S Wnat an
impact on ocur membership list that would have! v

Arnold Frenzel



SHIGETSUGU OSHIGATA

BY Roy Hashioka

SHAPE /STYLE - Shinogi zukuri, Ihori mune, sakizori, chu-kissaki,
normal thickness.

KITAE - Mokume mixed with ko-itame, masame in shinogi-Ji.

HAMON - Gunome midare, ashli, medium depth niol dekil, some
kinsuji.

BOSEIL - Midare komi, komaru, medium kaeri.

NAKAGO - Ubu, one mekugi-ana, kaku y&asurime, karijiri.

HORIMONO - Omote: Ken, Ura: renge and bonji.

LENGTH - 6C.8 cm.

SORI - 1.2 cm.

MEI - Oite Toyama, Mitsuru © Teninai Kasama [kkansal
Snigetsugu Saku (made by Shigetsugu at the estate
of venerable Toyama, Mitsuru.).

DATED - Showa Ju-ni Nen Hachi-gatsu Hi
(August 1938).

EXPLAINATION:

Kasama Ikkansai Shgetsugu (1886 - 1966) was one of the leading
gendal swordsmith and a master carver. He 1ls among those respon-
sible for keeping the art alive. He had many students, many of
whom are today making a name for themselves.

Toyama, Mitsuru (1855 - 1944) probably best known as the
moving spirit behind the KOKU RYU KAI (Black Dragon Scolety).
An ultra-nationalist, a man of unrestrained energy and a great
orzanizer. He assuned san important role in the annexation of
Korea and tne ivasion of Cnina.

On July 7, 1936, the Sino-Japanese War started with the Marco
Polo Bridge incident and by August 1938, when this sword was forged,
the Japanese army already occupied much of China, including most
of the important cities. Military fever was high. There were many
blades forged at the Toyama estate and many were evidently given
to the cadre of dedicated young junior officers whom Toyama so
effectively 1insplred.

RH
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SOCIETY ELECTION -

Legally, the soclety was required to hold our election of
Directors in December of 1973. Due to the development of the
soclety into primarily a corresponding type society vs. one of
regular meetings, shows, etc., no formal electior was held. Tnis
problem was discussed among the officers and tne followling course
of action was decided upon.

Since no new names have come up during the past two years
expressing a srprecific desire to serve as a Director, it was suggested
that we run the old slate of Directors for another two year term.

The men involved were contacted and agreed to serve another term

in office. To implement this action, we propose that unless there

is some volice of objection heard to this action, mailed to the society
Secretary, no later than the lst of March, 1974, this election will

be declared accepted by the membership by acclaimation.

i In the event that vacancies do develop in due course of time,
there are several members avallable who have shown considerable
interest and concern towards our success as an organization who
would probably serve willingly in this office of Director. 1t is
imprortant that all of our officers and directors are willing to work
towards a common end - a better and larger society of art lovers!

It is obvious that the old slate contains men of this stature.

RCh

LIBRARY ADDITIONS -

During the rreviously discussed program, "The Making of a
Samural", members Rick Manteganl and Henrick Olsgaard taped the
various lectures. It 1s their intent to put these lectures on
casset tapes and place them in our socliety library for all of us
to enjJoy and learn from. The labor of this task 1s still being
rerformed, but this offering will be made within a month or so.

A debt of thanks 1s owed to Rick and Eenrick for thinking of this
effort.

NOTE: The 1973 Bulletin was mailed out 1/27/74 - if you did not
receive your copy, contact the NL.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE -

The next scheduled NL 1s due out the end of March. Please have
all articles, requests, information, etc., to the NL editor no later
than the third week of March. Send all material, etc., to:

RON HARTMANN
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