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NEW MEMBERS -

Four new members to announce this issue. On behalf of the club
zexbershlp - Welcome! New members are:
William H. Morgan A, Z. Freeman

Joseph D. Hart Jack Landis

SCCIETY LIBRARY ADDITION -

As was mentioned in the NEWSLETTER awhile back, tapes were made

£ the lecture series - THE MAKING OF A SAMURAI (University of Cali-
crniz at Berkeley, December 1973) - tapes made by Rick Manteganl and
‘enrik Olsgaard. These tapes have now been forwarded to the NEWSLETTER
nd are now availliable for loan. Since a couple members requested them
¢t first mention, they will of course get them first - but requests are
elccmed on a fl“St come/first get basis. Send your requests to the
%L Editor at this time (until notified otherwise).
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Our thanks o0 to both Rick and Henrik for their thoughtfulness
work in recording this series. The cost of the project was per
tis and the tapes have been donated to our library. For this we
tnankful and I am sure these tapes will be an assét to the library.
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MUSEUM_COLLECTION -

Our new member Mr. Freeman has sent in the following information
for our interest:

The MacArthur lemorial in Norfolk, Virginia, has some thirty-nine
t_zades, fourteen of them on display. There would be no trouble arrang-
ing fer any members to see the ones left in the back room. Unfortunately,
none of the blades is a very good one, but several are interesting.
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MUSEUM (cont'd.) -

Mr. Freeman goes on to say that he had prepared a simple booklet
on tnem, the features of the swords and their period when possible.
Our thanks to Mr. Freeman for this info - anyone else knowing of any
little known collections should mention this to the NL for general
information.

SADATERU Oshigata

by David Pepper
Editor's note: Mr. Pepper, who is affiliated with the Royal Ontario
Museum in Toronto, has offered to send us oshigata on occassion of
some of the more interesting blades in the museum collection. The
following is the first of many,we hope - a fine presentation!
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TRANSLATION OF MEI: (free translation)

Omote: At Takafu in KITA-ETSU (North Etsu) a resident of
Akita in Ushu (Dewa Province), SADATERU.

Ura: a) Forged from iron ore produced in Unshu (Izumo
Province) in the south, to the order of NAKAMURA
HIROSHI .

b) Twelfth year of Bunkwa, Twelfth month, Twelfth day.
which is 1815.

PARTICULARS ON THE BLADE: (see followlng record sheet)
REMARKS :

So far, I have been unable to locate Mr. Nakamura, although he
must have been a fairly significant person for the swordsmith to have
(presumably ) travelled all the way to Shinano from Dewa to forge a
sword for him. It is possible that Mr. Nakamura came from lzumo, and
specifically requested the use of ore from his home province. As this
is a commissioned piece, it is highly likely that the other unusual
features of the blade owe their existence to lMr. Nakamura. The number
twelve obviously had some very important meaning in this particular
case, as must the unusual plercingis in the nakago. The two holes
surrounding the mekugi-ana combine with it to form a shape reminiscent
of certain Buddhist gravestones. The kyotan (gourd) might relate to
the mysterious Mr. Nakamura's family MON, or something that had personal
significance to him only.

One final word concerning the place-names. To my knowledge, the
village of Takafu still existe, although it may now be a suburb of
Nagano City. KITA or north ETSU is a very ancient rname, dating back
to a time when there was one large area known as Etsu, probably com-
bining several provinces. (The character ETSU is the same as the
ECHI of Echigo, Echizen, Etchu.) Takafu is in the northern part of
this ancient district.
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LOCAL MEETING HELD (St. Louils) -

In light of the increased interest in swords and in society
merbership here in St. Louis, 1t was decided to hold a meeting of
collectors to introduce new members and simply enjJoy some swords
for an evening. The meeting was held April 2nd at the home of the
sditor. Attending were: Nell Keen, Howard Sloan, Jack Landis,
Cisrence Siman, Ron Hartmann, and Pauvl Maruyama. Dr. Hoopes was
invited but was unable to attend.

Since this was an informal meeting with no real direction to be
followed, 1t was spent going over the various treasures which everyone
"=d brought along for conversation. Several 'new finds' were examined

ncluding a very well-forged diato with a 41 inch cutting edge recently
fﬂunq by Howard Sloan, and a very interesting Yokoyama school blade
sizned SUKENAGA with kiku mon and 'ichi' on nakago - a new find of Neil
¥eens. Other blades of interest were Jack Landis' super (Ho) NORIMITS
(displayed in Meibutsu Room - TKK'?72), and his Chikuzen SHIGEKANE (to
be featured in a future NL). The editor's collection was available and
tne main feature being the YAMON NAOKATSU tachi (Newport Beach Meibutsu
exhibit 1974), followed by a Hizen YUKIEIRO I tachl and a 'possible’
Bizen MORIMITSU tachi.

A good time was had by all and our thirst for a little sword-talk
was quenched by handling and examining the items at hand. Mentlion of
this meeting 1s made here at this time in the hope of encouraging more
such gatherings in other areas - wlth reports given in the NEWSLETTER
for all to enjoy.

Another such meeting was held several weeks earlier in Lincoln,
Nebraska. Attending this affair was Peter Bleed, Ron Palmer, and
Clarence Siman (who had driven up frcm St. Louis). Most of the time
was spent discussing flaws (kizu) in blades - a most important thing
to become familiar with and to understand.

WANTED ITEMS -

Wanted: One kodzuka, copper, of the Omori School with the
usual design of undercut waves with silver dropiets,
signed TERUHIDE. Will pay top price or trade. Write
Air Mail, condition and price to: Robert Trojan

Any works of KOMEI KEININ (KE-1) and Shinshinto MASA-O

Wanted: also known as SANE-O (SA-568). Also want copy of the
book SHINSHINTO TAIXAN. Contact: Ailen E. Feldman

Iinterested in a 1st class tanto or hirazukuri

Wented: Wakizashiwith 1st class horimono - will trade other
1st class items of your interest. Contact: Ron
Hartmann c/c NEWSLEITER.

=zzexzber - cne of your membership benefits is free advertising in
tne NEWSLETTER! Wanted or For Sale items.)
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SWCRD SHOW ANNOUNCEMENT -

The JAPANESE SWORD SOCLETY OF MARYLAND has advised us of the
coming spring Gun-Coin-Sword show to be held MAY 24-25, 1975 &t the
Pikesville Armory - Pikesville, Maryland. President Stan Kellert
tells us that they expect it to be larger than 500 tables this year,
with more than half this amount already sold. This is one of tne
best shows around and draws many JSS/US members from all states and
Canada, plus a aumber of people from Japan who make the trip Just
for this show!

For Resevvations or Information Contuctk:
STANLEY [. KELLERT

SWORD TOUR TO JAPAN PLANNEL -

SAMURAI SWORD TOUR OF JAPAN

SPONSORED BY THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA JAPANESE SWORD CLUB

Travel arrangements:

Tour leader:
Jim Nakada

John M. Yumoto

Cost: The cost of the tour 1is estimated at $1500.00 (not including NBTHK
Conference Registration) using round trip economy jet transportation
between San Francisco and Tokyo. The price includes first class
hotels and Japanese inns everywhere; some meals; all land transporta-
tion including entrance fees and gratuities; all tips, fees and taxes
in connection with inclusive tour arrangements.

Not included in the cost are passport and visa expenses, laundry,
cleaning, wines, mineral water and liquors, and other expenses in-
curred on a purely personal basis.

Registration: A deposit of $100.00 per person secures a reservation. The

deposit is refundable if cancellation is necessary up to August 20, 1975.
A small cancellation fee may be charged after this date.

(For more information, contact John Yumoto at the above address.)
Editor's note: This is a super event and an educationzl treat for

anyone lucky enough to be able to take the tour. A full rerort on
this group's last tour is promised for our next NEWSLEITER.
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SPECIAL BOOK OFFER -

Tne NEWSLETTER has been advised of a special Limited Edition
lassic ARAMI MEIZUKUSHI (listing of Shinto smiths) in six
s, by Kanda Katsuhisa Hakuryushi in the year 1721. This is
oduction of the original books and is accompanied bty a fine
sh

translation of the text by John Yumoto.
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This is a collector's set which will sell for over §600, but
iz being offered in this limited edition for $250 at this time. Lf
ixnierested (or for more complete description, etc.) contact John
; ..A_O UO

ZORRECTIONS (ref: last NL) -

Putting out the last NEWSLETTER at the same hectic time as the
-274% BULLETIN meant that several mistakes were incorperated into the
copy. Please note: NEWSLETTER was "January-February" issue and not
"¥ay-June" as it read! Another mistake was the final treasury balance

-_of the 1st of the year - should read "Cash on hand 1/1/75 $612.09!

., Other errors - the editor's name and address was omitted from the
~2~bership (I am a member), and the zip code for C. Comes should
i

= <
'

rsz2d rather than as stated.
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2~ RANE ership Cards - All membership cards cf paild-up members have
been malled out and should be in hand. Lif for any reason your card
nzs not reached you and you have paid, please contact Rick Mantegani
znd advise him of such.

Supplies - We have a rather large supply of oshlgata paper and
ink stornes in preparation for the expected rush (after the fine article
on oshigata-making in the BULLETIN)....but no rush to date. Try your
nand at makin. oshigata for your RECORD BOOK - you will be surprised
=zt how 1t teaches you to really "see" a blade! See last NL for prices.

Japan Map - Inquiries have been sent out to try and locate a2 good
framable map of OLD JAPAN showing the old roads, provinces, towns - in
full color and topographic (hopefully) - something of National Geographic
¥a2p gquality! This 1s of personal interest - but it is assumed many of
our members would likewlse enjoy having such a wall-map to aid 1in their
undertanding of the schools. Anyone interested in buyin., such a map
snould drop a card to the NEWSLETTER - and if enough interest is shown,
perhaps we could purchase X number of maps for resale.

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE -

The next issue of the NEWSLETTER is due out around the 1lst week
of June. Please have all material intended for that issue to the
editor no later than the end of May.

RON HARTMANN






