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NEW MEMBERS - Elght new members this lssue!...and only the beginning.

Trcy N. Baxley,

Stu Ogan,

John Beatty,

Harry Feeney,

Curtis B. Uhls, Thcmas D. Winter Jr., Arndrew R. Crichton, Jack J. Owen,

BOOK REVIEW - by Mel Oka

The book is entitled THE PEABODY MUSEUM COLLECTION OF JAPANESE
SWORD GUARDS WITH SELECTED PIECES OF SWORD FURNITURE. It 18 written
by John D. Hamilton with the material used for illustration coming
from the collection of the Peabody Museum of Salem, Massachusetts.
The 8% x 11 inch book is soft bound and contains 43 plates of about
140 pleces, mostly tsuba. Several plates are in color and several are
enlargements. Each plate 18 accompanied with a description of the tsuba
illustrated. Effort has been made to group the tsuba into schools with
both soft metal and iron tsuba represented.

This book should not be bought with the idea that it i1s a difinit-
ive work. I think that this book was produced with the intention of
1llustrating the type of material in the museum collection with an eye to
covering as many of the schools of metal working as the collection
permitted. For this purpose the book is admirably done., It is obvious
that much work and care went into the production of this work. After
reading through the book one's appetite 18 whetted for more! One
wonders what other treasures are hiding in the 500 plus pieces in the
Peabody tsuba collection. The museum 18 to be congratulated on & very
fine production and the author should be complemented on the even-handed
manner in which the pleces were selected. The sharp photographs reflect
the high standards and good taste of the author. This book should
take 1ts place naxt to Sasano's EARLY JAPANESE SWORD GUARDS on every
collector's shelf. MO

Editors note: A quantity of these books have been purchased by
us and are avallable through the Newsletter. Price 1is $9.00 (U.S. only)
pcst pald,

Keep > m
1. hmerics
Beaut:fTui ')









o 3 = = — —_ - - - - —

Tilteor's ricTe - tne foclicwlng 2rtlcle s 2 TCloCw-ap o oTrne foirLlrns
<. -5 = . - A - TITT I

zarticle E4d Zctrzanski suprilec Tor tne gV~ =ULLECL

THE ROLE CF THE MUD USED 1IN ITnkE rCRGLNG
OF JAPANESE SWORD BLALES,

BRY Ed Dobrzanski

On reading through various explanations of Japanese sword
production, one frequently comes across vague or misleading infcr-
mation. A case in point 1s the use of the liguid mud during tne
weldins and tolding prrocesses.

Inamli Hakusul, in his book NIPPON-TO, THE JAPANESE SWORD,
suggests that the mud 1s used as a flux, and to contrel the carbon
content. His guess happens to be right, but the actual process 1s
qulite complex.

The composition of the mud 1s givern as clay, charcoal powder,
and powdered uchiko, Hakusul states that uchikoc is powdered lime-
stone. A quick reference tc a mineralogy text wlll show that lime-
stone 1s mainly calcium carbonate (CaCOy), with varying amounts of
impurities such as magnesium and iron carbonates. Charcoal is
relatively pure carbon.

Why is this particular composition chosen? The use cf the clay
is obvious. Clay 1s ccmposed of various silicates, which are stable
at the temperatures used in forging. Alsc. 1t's extremely flne
particle size makes 1t extremely difficuld for oxygen to reach the
surface of the metal, thereiore acting as a flux in welding and
forging.

The charcoal is used to raise the carbon content of the steel.
Here things are not so sinmple. Althouzh iron and steel heated
above 700CC become ~ood solvents of carbon, experiments nave shown
that little or no carbon is absorbed 1f it is introduced in the
s0lid state. 1t appears that in this process {called case-hardening
or carburizing) the carbon must be introduced as a gas.

When carbon is heated ixn the presence of oxysen, it burneg to
form carbon dioxide (C02), as in the reaction:

1) C#0 = COp

The CO, reacts with the surrounding charcoal to form carbon
monoxide (CO):

2)  COp #C = 2C0

The carbon monoxide gas (C0O) diffuses into the outer layers
of the metal and reacts with Lhe lron (Fe):

3) 2C0O 7‘ BFE = FGBC 71 CCZ






MEMBERSHIP DRIVE -

Apparently there.are many collectors around who have & passion
for swords but know not where to look for information and learning.
With this in mind, an ad is to be run in the SHOTQUN NEWS in the ver:y
near future, advertlising our exlistence and offering membership to ar;
serious collector. Other sword clubs will be asked to let our name
be known (since many of us already belong to any active club Just tc
broaden our learning). If this 18 successful other ads 1n other ty:e:
of collector papers will follow. A gignificant jump in membershirp
is expected which means more working cash in our treasury which we
hope to put to work for us in the way of future projects.

One problem has turned up with regards to rounding up potentisl
members. We did not have a formal 'application for membership' to givs
to such parties. Thanks to Clarence Siman of St. Louls, we do have
such an application avallable now as Clarence nhas had one printed. Tr-
form 1s avallable upon request to anyone who thinks that they would
put them to use. SEND YOUR REQUEST to the NEWSLETTER and a number cf
copies will be forwarded tc you post haste.

1975 BULLETIN -

The time for gatherling articles to be included in this years
annual BULLETIN 1s once again upon us. PLEASE send all such material
{and you intend to submit something later, advise us of that) to the
NEWSLETTER pronto....this 1s very important soc that this years annual
¢an be typed, printed and mailed before the end-of-year holiday rush
begins. Your cooperation is appreclated!

SUPPLY SERVICE -

Feelers have been put out to try and locate severel suppliers
in Japan who could give us either a cheap retail price or wholesale
price on supplies. One contact, Mr. Kiyoharu Omino (who runs a sword
shop and polishing service), hes given us some reasonable prices on
fitting kirl boxes, purple shirazaya bags, sageo, etc,, and has said
that he would cater to us (unfortunately not for polishing though).

With this in mind, your wants are what we pmust need to know, 1T
would be best to order such things in quantity and then let us act =s
a distributing point. So let us know what you want us to handle....
and....1f you know of any stateside retaliler, advise us of that too,
We would handle such supplies more as a service to members rather thar
on a profit making basis since the volume handled is too small to do
much ‘'profit making'. We can do this as long as everyone does help
out by buying the profitable items such as our TANTO bocock or any other
such soclety projects. It is thru these projects that we help bolster
our treasury working-power, So agaln, express your wants in the way
of a supply service and we will see about accommodating your needs.



FREE BOOKLET OFFER -

A very fine booklet entlitled, THE BUSINESS OF UNDERSTANDI NG
cAFAN AND THE UNITED STATES IN TODAY'S WORID, by Mr. Michael Berger,
distributed by the PBS television s2ries "THE JAPANESE F.LM", publisher
-y the Pacific Film Archkive, University of California, Berkeley, in
cooperation with the Japan Society of New York - has been made avallab e
<c us for our membersnip. Although this booklet acts as a review of
the films 1n this series, 1t goes into a very worthwhile and learned
araiyzation of Japanese thinking vs American thinking in an attempt at
develeping a better understanding between two extreem cultures. It 1is
truly an educaticn %o read and deserves tc be given your attention.

We have a limited number of coples availablie and they will be sent
on a first come-first served basls. They are free, but we ask that yo.
erclose 50¢ (cash or stampa) to cover handling and postage. Send your
request for a copy to the NEWSLETTER. A copy wiil also bhe placed in
“ur library

WANTED ITEMS - (a2 free service avallable to society members)

Wanted: good 1lst class CENDAITO. Also buy or trade for blaaes
by Chikuzen MORITSUGU and & MIYOSHI NAGAMICHI daito.
Contact: Mel Oka & 460 Bryce Ave., Los Alamos, N.M. 87544

Wanted: Katana of the MARUTA UJIFUSA SCHOOL of Satsuma Province.
(UJIFUSA, YASUSADA, ETC.).
Contact: Charles Whitney @ 42 Woodmount Ave., Toronto, Ontario

Wanted: Tsuba in daito size, preferably in shakudo nanako, signec.
KOUNSAI FURUKAWA with kakihan. I will trade polishing
for this works.

Contact: Bob Benson &€ 1Cl3 Bernalillo Pl. S.E., Albuguerque,

New Mexico 87123

Wanted: I am in the process of writing a bock on Gunto. I am
still searching for a few types for photographic purposes and would
be very interested to hear from anyone who owns (or knows of anyone
wno owns) any form unusual or unorthodox Japernese swordse made between
1868 to 1928. I am in need of obtaining info and/cr pnotographs of
"western" gtyle swords, government or private, particularly any proto-
type or experimental swords. Almost all of these will probab.y be in
the form of sabers, although I am most interested in any other types.
information or history, crigin or general description 1s also needed
with regards to these swords. Helr from any members would be greatly
appreciated. Contact: John Clark

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE. -

The next issue of the NL is due out around the lst week of
October. Please have any material intended for tnat issue to the
editor no later than the end of September. Thank You.
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