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Announcing

' The Japanese Sword Soclety/U.S. and the Token
Study Group of Chicago will present a sword
Seminar, Exhibition, Shinsa and sword show,

May 23~ 27, 1979

L\I The O’Hare Inn

6600 N, MANNHEIM RD.
DES PLAINES, ILLINOIS 60018

. The time is upon us to formally announce our plans for the
1979 sword event which will be presented as a joint undertaking
by both the JSS/US and the TSG. Future public announcements
will be mailed to all known sword collector-students in the form
of an "Informational Newsletter" of sorts, so that as many people
as possible can be reached and invited to Join in this event,

The primary function of the JSS/US will be to present a well
organized Melbutsu Room Study Exhibition (an exhibition of select
and particularly important swords and sword-art related items).
Our socliety will also present a program of lectures and will have
one or more publications available pertaining to this event.

The Token Study Group will present a formal Shinsa under the
direction of Mr. Kentaro Yoshikawa. They will also present the
traditional sword show for our dealing pleasures. Other activit-
les will also be organized as planning goes on.

Much of the above 1s explalned in the followlng letter from
our soclety Chairman, Mr. Robert Lewert:

The May 1979 meeting of the JSS/US,Inc. and the Token Study
Group of Chicago 1s coming up rapidly, and we're trying to make
plans for an exceptional show. The JSS/US Board of Directors
have asked that I, along with Roy Hashioka, John Hanacek, Tom
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Chicago 1979 cont'd.

Bob's statement, "It's success depends on your response
and support...", can not be over emphasised. Although a formal
questionaire will be mailed out via the public mailing in the
very near future, you, as a member of the JSS/US, can give Bob
your response now by expressing your lnterest and by offering
your help in presenting this meeting. The following questions
can already be answered by most of us:

1. Do you plan on attending this event?
2. Have you any special talents which could be utilized?

3. Will you submit items for shinsa and if so, approximately
how many items do you expect to submit.

4. Would you have one or more items which might work in with
the Meibutsu Room Exhibition? These items must be of high
quality, in polish and well documented. They must be brought
to the show by you in time for display and an oshigata with
particulars on the item presented presented in advance of
the meeting in order to make the illustrated catalogue a
reality. Around-the-clock security will be on hand and
insurance on the exhibit will be purchased and provided.

5. All of this takes money....wlill you be willing to send 1in
your advance registration fee (probably around $50) as
soon as 1t 1is established? If you are able to provide
other financial backing, please advise Bob of this too.

Send your letters pertalning to the Melbutsu Room to: The
Shinsa information should be sent direct to Mr. Ted Wysocky,

Any of the above inform-ation which is sent in to the

Newsletter will be forwarded to the men involved in the coordination
of this event.

Watch for your separate malling in the very near future. Talk
this meeting up and help to promote 1t's success by stimulating
interest! Everyone attending this 1979 event willl certainly go home
with a greatly enriched knowledge and understanding of thls unique
art form which captivates all of us....called Tcken!

KNUTSEN REQUEST -

At the concluslion of an article by Mr. Roald Knutsen, which
appears in the 1977/1978 society Bulletin (to be mailed out soon),
a request was made by the author, a student of polearms. If any

of our members owning examples of folearms would send Mr. Knutsen
a full size photocopy of their yarl, including detalls of maker,

length, hamon, proportional information particularly, it would be

%reatly agfreciated. Send direct to: Mr. Repald Knutsen, Your
etters wlll be most welcome! See your 19??)a9?8 Bulletin for

more details.
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- NEW MEMBERS @

Our membershlip continues to grow! Welcome to all of the below
new members to our soclety.

Fisher, G.,

Frankfort, Steven A.,
Uhlig, Herbert K.,
Weber, Fred,

Burawoy, Robert,

Van Heldorf, H.,
White, John,

Doe, Harold,

McCauley, Dan,
Louliselle, Raymond J.,
Imhauser, Carl W.,
Dinwiddie, William J.,
Benedek, David,
Omino, Kiyoharu,
Krivanek, Joseph F.,
Watanabe, Tomo;

Note: The soclety LIBRARIAN has moved. Hlis new address
for book requests 1s listed below. Mark you records.

Howard Sloan,

A REQUEST FROM JOHN YUMOTO -

In a letter recently received from John, he asked that the
following request be printed:

"wanted - Artistic or dressy cane, as I feel I have to depend
on one in my future. 33" length. Please let me trade with set of
fuchi/kashira or menuki of my choice for it."

John has been recovering rather well but he does need some
assistance apparently, in his walking. I am sure someone can ceme
up with something unique for this request. FpPlease contact:

Thank y'




BIRMINGHAM SUMMER SWORD SHOW -

The Birmingham summer show has been moved up to July l4th and
15th and will be held at the Rodeway Inn, I-65 and Oxmoor Road as
in the past. Fees are $lg/table or $§5 admission for non-table
holders. Please reserve tables in advance as there 1s generally
a large group to be accommodated .

Send your reservations to:

This event 1s always well attended and an enjoyable weekend.The
date came up rather quickly but it was moved up from its usual
schedule so as not to conflict with the east coast seminar in
August. To assist the organizers of not only this show, but all such
shows, please send in your advance reservations. This 1s a great
asslst
in making such shows a well planned success!

SWORD SYMPOSIUM -

The New England branch of the JSS/US 1is planning an elaborate
sword study weekend, to be held at the Sheraton Hotel, Hartford,
Connecticut the weekend of August 18th, 19th and 20th.

There will be sword and fittings study seminars, book displays,
Secret Sales Shop, Exhibitlon Area, Cocktall Partlies.....and a host
of other activities. Reglstration Fee: $50/person or $90/couple
prior to June 15th, or $60 per person after this date. Contact:

Plan to attend as this promises to be not only a learning
weekend, but also a fun one. Bring the wife or girl friend as
they will certainly enjJoy the soclal end of things, 1f not the
study sesslions.

BOOK REVIEW -

The Newsletter has been glven the opportunity to review the
soon to come "Question and Answer" book, to be published by Nihonto
Kemma, Ltd., of Denton, Texas.

The book promises to be an interesting one and is aimed primarily
at the novice collector. Many basic (and typical) questions are
presented and are answered rather thoroughly which will prove a great
help to most newer collectors. Many of these questions are of the
nature covering topics usually learned about through conversation
between collectors and seldom learned from the usual sword books. Call
them "experlence answers" 1f you wish. The book 1s recommended and
being a nominal price, can easlly be had by everyone.

For ordering or for further information, contact: Nihoanto Kemma
Ltd., . Price is $4.95 plus §1.50 postage and handling. Allow 60-90
days delivery.













. IN CUTTING A HARD OBJECT, CHIPPING WILL INVARIABLY OCCUR, IN WHICH CASE
IF THE CHIPPING 1S TOO SEVERE, IT WILL RENDER THE BLADE WORTHLESS == NOT
USELESS, BUT WORTHLESS.

IF THE CUTTING EDGE HAS TOO MUCH MEAT, IT WILL DULL THE BLADE,
THEREFORE A BLADE MUST HAVE MEAT AT THE Ji OoF THE HAMON, AND THE HASAKI
MUST BE THIN, WHICH THEN WILL BRING ABOUT A TRUE KEENNESS. |F THERE ARE
NO NIE IN THE HAMON, THE CUTTING EDGE IS POOR; HOWEVER, EVEN THOUGH THE
YAKIBA MIGHT BE VERY NARROW, IF IT HAS NIE, IT WILL CUT.

A NUMBER OF THESE EXECUTIONERS WHO TESTED BLADES AND WHO
INSCRIBED THEIR TESTS ON THE NAKAGO ARE LISTED BELOW BY PERIODS

NAKAGAWA SAHEITA KEicHo & GENWA ERAS
YAMANO KAUEMON NO JO NAGAHISA KANE 1
Mivai1 RokuBei! NO JO SHIGEYOR! KANE 1
KaNEKO SUKE NO JO KANE 1
Mura1 Touemon Manu
Yamano KanJuTOro HisaHiDE KANMON
Yamano KicHiZAEMON HisaToyo TeE1kYo & GENROKU
SHi1BAZAKI DENZAEMON MASATSUGU KANMON
. ONUMA JINZEMON MAaSASHIGE . KaANMON
YAJIMA SHOBEI Kanmon
MAEJIMA BANUEMON TOMOTSUGU KANMON
OcAwA HACHIROUEMON SH|GEHARU Kanmon
Kuwa YAMA TA&co NO KAMI SADAMASA KaNMON
Kumapa ToBef ToMoYAsu - * KANMON
OKAWA HACHIUEMON KANE 1
MATSUNAMI TOKIUEMON EmPO
ToMITA YAICHIZAMON NOJYOO SHIGETSUNA EMPO & TENWA
SuG!1 ZAKI MATAZAEMON SHIGESADA TENWA
SuG1ZAKI SHINUEMON NO JO MORISHIGE Tenwa
'MATSUNAM! SHIROEBE | ~ Empo
OxAMOTO KATSUUEMON TEIKYO
NEZU SABUROBEI NO JO MITSUMASA GENROKU
HATTORI KANUEMON GENROKU ‘
Nari1TA luEMON GENROXU
INOUE BUNHICHIRO KATSUZUMI Kyono
. MAaJiMA SADAZAEMON Kyouo
KATADA KANDAIYU KyoHo |
SANO BanNNOUEMON Kyono
KuraMocH! TAKEOEMON KyoHo




"YaMapa GENZO : GENBUN

YAMADA ASAUEMON . GENBUN
Supo GopalYy MaTsuzumi TemuMe |
YAMADA GENGORO TEMME !
YAMADA ASAUVEMON YOSHIMUTSU Bunka
IMat Umon Nosuvyori Bunse
KoMaTsuBaRA JINBE!I YOSHIMASA , Bunsgi
N YAMADA GONNOSUKE YOSHITAXA BuNse 1
1GA SHIROZAEMON ’  Tenpo
YAMADA GOSABURD ' Koka
YAMADA ASAUEMON YOSHI|NORI i_ Kag
YAMADA YOSHITOYO L ANsE|l

FOR THOSE WHC COULD NOT AFFORD TO HAVE THE!R BLADE TESTED BY
THE ABOVEMENTIONED EXECUTIONERS, THE COMMONLY PRACTISED METHOD FOR
TESTING WAS TO USE AN EMPTY RICE BAG, MADE OF STRAW, AND FILLED WITH
THIN BAMBOOS ABOUT THE SIZE OF A MAN'S THUMB; SECURCD TIGHTLY WITH
CORD, AND THEN WETTED DOWN. THIS !S SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN THE NEAREST
THING COMPARABLE TO A MAN'S NID=SECTION, (N TESTING THE BLADE ON THIS
MAKIWARI OR THE BAMBOO FILLED STRAW BAG, ONE MUST .BE EXCEFTIONALLY APT .
IN HIS SWORDSMANSKIP, SINCE IT 1S EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO CUT THIS DOWN.
WHEN A NOVICE TRIES 1T, HE iNVARIABLY CUTS SMALL PORTIONS OF THE STRAW,
AND IN DOING HE EI!THER W!ILL BEND THE BLADE OR BREAK IT IN TWO.

‘ Up UNTIL AROUND THE 1680°s, EVEN THOUGH THE TOKUGAWA WERE
SUPPOSED TO HAVE BROUGHT PELACE TO THE TINY ISLAND EMPIRE, THERE STILL
PERSISTED AMONG THE SAMURAI GCLASS WHAT 1S KNOWN as TSUJI-KIRI (Tsuut
MEANING STREET CORNER AND KIR! MEANING CUT OR KILL) DONE LATE AT NIGHT.
THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THE TsuJd! KiRI WAS TO TEST THEIR BLADES. During
THE PRE=TOKUGAWA PER!OD WHEN WARFARE WAS PLENTIFUL AND A SAMURAI COULD
ALWAYS COUNT ON COMBAT FOR THE TESTING OF HIS BLADE, 1T WAS NOT NECES~
SARY FOR HIM TO HAVE OTHERS DO IT FOR HIM; HOWEVER, ONCE THE TOKUGAWA
TOOK THE DICTATORSHIP AND STARTED RULING WITH AN IRON HAND THIS NO
LONGER WAS POSSIBLE, SO THAT UP UNTIL ABOUT THE GENROKY PERIOD, TsuJi=
KiR1 WAS QUITE COMMON. |T wAS BETTER FOR THE SAMURAI TO KNOW HOW THE
BLADE CUT BY TESTING IT HIMSELF, RATHER THAN HAVE SOMEONE ELSE DO IT
FOR HIM AND TAKE HIS WORD FOR IT. GOD HELP- LATE STROLLERS OUT FOR A
WALKe IT 1S RELATED THAT THE THiRD SHOGUN |YEMITSU, WHC WAS EXTREMELY
] FOND OF EVERY KIND OF ART OF SELF~DEFENCE OR OF DESTRUCTION, PARTICI=
PATED IN THIS GRUESOME SPORT OF TsuJi-KiRt, BEING A SHOGUN, ONE CAN
IMAGINE THE NUMBER OF SUBJECTS WHICH WERE OFFERED FOR H!S BLADES.
IN THE RECORDS OF BLADE~TESTING, THERE ARE OMISSIONS ofF KoTo;
THIS IS TO BE EXPECTED, SINCE KOTO WERE VERY HIGHLY TREASURED. AND IN
LOOKING THROUGH THE LIST IT IS NOT!CEABLE THAT THE BLADES MENTIONED ARE
PRACTICALLY ALL SHINTO. WHEN THEY ARE KOTO, THEY ARE USUALLY LATER KoTo. ‘

it
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SESHUTSU YOSHINAGA

oshigata by
Andrew Quirt

Katana signed: SESHUTSU
JU YOSHINAGA SAKU

Shinogi-zukuri form (with
ridge line), high shinogi
(raised ridge line), hira-
niku (well rounded "meaty"
blade), ihori-mune (two

sided mune), naka-zori
(medium curve), &a short
chu-kissaki (point). ,

Blade length: 69.4cm L ) !

Steel is a tight itame :
hada (wood grained) with :
Ji-nie (surface nie) ard !
chikel,.

The hamon is a wlde gunome-
midare with some choji, :
ashi, yo, profuse ha-nile, i
sunagashil and kinsuji (both !
long and short.) |

Comments;: Yoshlnaga
lived 53 years, 1832
- 1885. He was a
member of the Gwasan
Sadayoshl school, as
was the better known
Gwasan Sadakazu. Hls
first signature was
KAGEMUNE.

v

&
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Although the books do
not rate this man very
highly, if this blade
is any indication of

the quality of hils work I
then he 1s very under- i
rated and is worthy of A
more recognition. A

A

obad o

By
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STOLEN SWORDS -

The following article was sent in to the Newsletter by Mr.
Richard Hayashi, soclety Director, as a report on what has been
done to counteract the sword theft trend of late. The article is

a report from the Hokubel Mainichl Newspaper of San Francisco.

NEW YORK (Yomiuri Shim-
bun) — The Japanese police and
New York City police are con-
ducting & joint investigation into
the theft of over 100 precious
objects of Japanese art stolen in
New York and then smuggled
back to Japan for sale.

ccording to New York police,
a group of men one night in earty
March burglarized the house of
Bumpei Usui, 77, a Japanese-
American businessman in New
York, and a well-known art
collector, and stole 65 Japanese
swords worth several hundred
million yen. o

This was the second robbery
for Usui, who also had seven
Japanese swords worth Y20
million stelen from him last year.

New York police have also
learned that more than 100
ancient Japanese art works have
been stolen from 2 museum and
art dealers in New York
recently,

The police suspect that these
art warks have been stolen by a
gang that specializés in such
thefts and sells the works to art
lovers. '

Through their lizison with
Japanese police, it was recently
learned that some of the stolen
swords were sold to a dealer in
the Kanto distriet (in Japan) in
early April.

New *York City Police then
officially asked, through the
Japanese Embassy in the US and
the Foreign Ministry, for the
National Police Agency and the
Tokyo Metropolitan Police De-
partment (MPD) to investigate
the crime.

Japanese police complied with
the request and formed a team of
detectives to specialize in this
case,

Japanese police helieve that
one or more Japanhese experts on
art must have served as accom-
plices because most of the stolen
works had very high artistic
value.

They aiso suspect that there is
aring of Japanese buyers for the
stolen art objects seeking to cash
in on the boom in ancient art
these past few years,

- The US and Japanese investi-
gation authorities have begun
surveillance at the customs
houses in New York and at

.. Haneda and Osaka airports.

U,

A number of the soclety members have been approached by the FBI
and asked to "be on the lookout" for these and other stolen swords.
There has been some talk about setting up & soclety "hot line" on
any suspected tips, but no more has been heard about this idea. From
the looks of things, the authorities have the situation well in hand.
Apparently the "word 1s out" and lets hope that this will be enough
to stop the fad of stealing art objects for quick cash!

Word has reached the Newsletter that the Baltimore sword show
was "watched" and that due to the close checking by the Japanese
Police in Japan, many buyers were very careful with what sword they
purchased during the show. As the above article says, it is an
international effort....lets hope it works.

A REMINDER ABOUT AVAILABRLE BOOQKS -

The Peabody Museum catalogue, “"Japan, Day by Day! has sold
rather well and a new supply has been ordered. Description of
this book was 1n the last Newsletter. It can still be ordered
from the society (Newsletter Editor) for $8.00 post paid.

John Yumoto has advised us that the book, "T380 Soran', by
Dr. Kazutaro Torigoye (and in english!) will definitely be ready
about the end of June. Those who sent John a SASE will receive
particulars at that time. Anyone who may have overlooked this
offer should see page 19 of the last Newsletter. Send John a
SASE marked "Mr.T's book" and he will advise you of price and
availabllity as soon as these details are firm.
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REFER TO THE 1977/1978 BULLETIN - .

This map was received too late to include in the article on
Shinto Bilzen Osafune smiths which was presented in the annual
Bulletin. Perhaps the map will be of interest slince some of these
villages were discussed in that article., (Map from John Yumoto)
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. FOR SALE/WANTED /TRADES -

A free advertising column for members in need of locating
specific items (motif, etc.) or who have limited items for sale.

@® WANTED - Tsuba Geljutsu by Dr. Kazutaro Torlgoye; Token Kino
Meisakushu. Contact: Ruth Schneidman,

@® WANTED - Iron tachl or Handashl fittings, odd pleces or sets.
: Prefer plain iron with no inlay but will take any.
Will pay cash. Contact: John A. Frost,

@® WANTED - Fine mounted tantd, cash or trade. Contact: Alfred
J. Cohn,
@® WANTED - Fittings with Fukurokuju theme. Good condition only.

Also mumel katana. Contact: Don Hill

® WANTED - Wakizashl tsuba, dragon-fly motif, silver on iron or
iron sukashl. Send photo to: Robert Masamori

. @ WANTED - Blades by gendal smith KANENAGA (Teruyama FuJiwara
Kanenaga). Worked in Sagaml and other provinces.
Mel usually has statement "motte Talsabi-ko". Write:
Gordon Balley

@® WANTED - Blades by Dohi Shinryo (SH-474). Contact: Bob Luchini,
@® WANTED - Mempo and tsuba. Will trade. Contact: Allen Feldman,

® WANTED - Mokume (grained) tsuba. Contact: Bill Miller, 2094

® WANTED - Hizen IyojJo Munetsugu dalts; 2nd or 3rd generation
Osaha Yoshimichl daitd. Write:
@® FOR SALE - Kiya Oshigata. Contact: Blix Winston (above).

FOR TRADE - 1lst rate Kaga (1inlay) tsuba. JoJo saku papers.
W1ll trade for 1st rate yarl, naginata (in polish)
or set of Shinto/Shinshinto Talkan. Contact:

. @® WANTED - Tsuka, habakl, kodzuka, Kogal and also Showa blades.
-- Send price/info to: R. Mangrum,
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MEITO ZUKAN -

The new Fujishiro publication, Melto Zukan, showlng celebrated
blades with english explalnation of what i1t 1s, has been malled
(first quarterly issue of 10 oshigata). Mr. Ful)ishira has sent
more sample pages for our use so anyone wishing a sample should
contact the Newsletter. Detalls on price also accompanles the
sample sheet.

PRESSURE SENSATIVE OSHIGATA PAPER -

A reminder that we do have ample supply of the speclal pressure
sensative paper (without chart grid) which makes such excellent
oshigata. Order direct from the Newsletter. Price 1s $6.00 per
roll or $16.00/three roll orders. Forelgn members wishing air
mall delivery should add $l1 to thelr order. U.S. funds only please,

SWORD OIL SUPPLY -

Our supply of 100cc bottles of sword oll has temporarily been
depleted. Please hold off on future orders until a new supply is
announced in the Newsletter.

1978 SOCIETY BULLETIN -

This years annual Bulletin (called 1977/1978 1issue) has been .
malled to all members. Anyone not recelving thelr 1ssue within two
weeks should write and a new copy will be sent. It should be noted
that forelgn coples were sent vlia 1lst class, so please allow four
to six weeks dellvery on these.

FUTURE PUBLICATIONS MATERIAL -

In a letter from John Yumoto recently, he once agaln mentioned
his willingness to serve us via articles, questlions answered and
discussed, etc. It seems that few people take advantage of this
teaching opportunity in that John says he received few 1f any such
inquirlies. May I suggest that we take John up on his kind offer,
and at least make some suggestions for articles to be presented in
our papers. The soclety publicatlions are always crying for fresh
materlial and thls 1s our chance to beneflt from a true expert of
both swords and fittings, and to gather materlial for our papers.
Very often we all become caught up in the race to find as many nice
swords as fast as posslble and perhaps make a buck too. Let us all
stop and think once that we must have "learning" too 1f we are to
appreclate and understand what we are collecting. Write John and
make some suggestions as to toplcs which would make good articles.,
John willl certalnly appreclate your lnterest and we will all beneflit
from your inquiry.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE - .

The next Newsletter willl come out around the 1lst of August.
Please have all materlal intended for that 1ssue into the Ediltor
at least a week ahead of that time. RON HARTMANN
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