


Chicago Sword Show cont'd. 

Plan to attend this Friday meeting as details of Token Taikai '79 
will be discussed along with other society business. We have an 
"Election of Officers" coming up with the closing of this year and 
we must get the ball rolling on this too. Meeting room and time 
will be posted in the hotel lobby. 

NEW MEMBERS 

We are happy to report that our membership roster continues to 
grow by impressive leaps and bounds! New members are: 

David Scott
Teri A. Bleuel
John A. Weninger
David Searcy
F. Russell Holt
 Ken Jones

T.C.Ford, 
Paul H. Goodman,Jr.
Albert J. Doughty
Daniel Maragni
Frederick Coluzzi
 Lawrence R. Szymanski
 Robert E. Haynes
Franz Baehr
Jerry Solomon
Robert A. Steer
Richard A. Martz
Akio Takahashi
N.W.Stone

Minoru Shintaku
Richard J. Cox

NEW LIFE MEMBER -

Mr. Dave Pepin has changed his membership to 11Lit7e Member 11• 

Life Membership is $100, for those interested. 
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BOOK REVIEW -

The following is a book review by Mr. Arnold Frenzel. The review 
is on the latest book by Dr. Kazutaro Torigoye pertaining to tsuba 
and kodogu . 

Kazutaro Torigoy. Toso Soran (Kodogu and Tsuba: International 
Collections not published in my books) . (Okayama City, 1978) , JOB pp . 

Honorary JSS/US member, Dr. Torigoye, has made another sub­
stantial contribution to insight and understanding of Japanese sword 
fittings . This 1s the fourth in a post war series and follows 
close upon his magnificent Tsuba Kanshoki, Revised, 1975 . While 
each book stands alone, together they represent a real tour de force. 
The present volume is a handsome example of the bookbinder's art 
and measures 8½" x 12", with black leather spine, gold lettering, 
and each has a limited edition serial number. It has an English 
language Preface, a list of the owners of the illustrated pieces 
(and all illustrated pieces are discussed) including numerous pieces 
owned by members of the JSS/US . Included are sections on Kozuka, 
Kogai, Fuchikashira, Menukl, Umabarl, and Tsuba. To mention only 
one section, Tsuba, it runs from p.199 top.JOO, and the typical 
page displays one side of two different tsuba, or particularlly 
with kinko tsuba, two sides, along with Japanese discussion and 
full English translation. The written commentary is useful, list­
ing type, signature if any , shape, material and design, physical 
properties, and age . It goes without saying that many excellent 
tsuba are illustrated and the catagories are comprehensive enough 
to satisfy most interests. While several favorite groups of my own, 
e.g. Kamakura-bori, are not covered, there is ample coverage of most 
of the major groups including no less than six Sahari-zogan, examples 
of which one only rarely sees. In the back of the book there is a 
large and useful foldout chart displaying the chronology of leading 
schools and artists; there is also a mainline Goto genealogy , both 
in English. 

In the Preface, Dr. Torlgoye discusses his own educational 
background , his prior publications , and the orientation of his 
research aimed at not just the scientific value of tsuba, but also 
to "their intrinsic aesthetic worth ... . much in accordance with the 
philosophy of Baumgarten, " who was the founder of aesthetic studies 
in modern times. That should be welcome to most students of fittings 
for it is the aesthetic attraction that is the lure for most of us . 
Books of this sort are particularly important by way of providing 
insights into what one mature and experienced Japanese mind considers 
worthy in sword fittings, for it 1s only through such direction that 
our tastes are refined and we are lead to recognize the mongrel 
nature of the sort of fittings that too often are represented in 
Western collections . The author is due a special vote of thanks 
for his long concern for collectors abroad, his efforts to communi­
cate in English, and his willingness to illustrate pieces that are 
not seen again and again in the many terribly repetitive Japanes 
publications. 
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Book Review cont'd. 

Like all books, Toso Soran is not faultless. It could have 
benefitted from a glossary; the quality of the photographs varyies, 
probably reflecting different strugglers at the difficult art of 
photographing fittings as items from 21 owners are included; and, 
finally, the English is sometimes awkward, but almost always clearly 
understandable. All things considered, at $75.00 a copy the book 
ls a fine value and a certain collector's item. 

Arnold Frenzel 

TOSO SORAN 

This excellent book is available through John Yumoto. Contact 
John for an up-to-date price and availability. The Dollar-Yen 
fluctuation effects the price from week to week. For further info 
write: John Yumoto

POLISHING OFFERED TO JSS/US MEMBERS -

Recently joined society member, Mr. Torno Watanabe, has offered 
to act as agent for polishing, shirazaya, etc., for our membership. 
Polishing prices are very reasonable (¥2,500 or $12.50/inch) and 
other services are in line with todays Japanese prices. For further· 

information on prices, procedure, etc., write: Mr. Tome Watanabe,  
Fast 60-120 day service is promised!

TSUBA COLLECTION DONATED TO MUSEUM - Reported by Gary Murtha 

The Nelson-Adkins Art Gallery in Kansas City, Missouri, recently 
received a donation of over 200 tsuba to add to their permanent 
collection of Japanese art. The gift, donated by Col. and Mrs. Anthur 
L. Sanford Jr., consists of such artists as Ech1zen Tadatsugu, 
Yamashiro Kaneiye, H1kone ju Soten, Shoami Masatoshi, and many others. 
Also on permanent display are six swords, one kabuto, 
a samurai saddle plus several rooms full of other Japanese art. 

KANTEISHO; A BRIEF DISCUSSION - by John Yumoto 

Each year I receive many reques-ts from people about Kantelsho, the 
certificate of appraisal issued on swords and fittings. These 
certificates (origami) are issued during Shinsa, which is a formal 
"judging" of such items by one or more recognized and respected 
experts. I have often been asked how reliable these papers are 
and how they are issued. There 1s a long history to this and I 
hope to someday go into this history, but that will be at some future 
date. 

Most Japanese Sword Societies have their own system for issuing 
such certificates. Taking the NBTHK as an example; they have their 
own system of issuing five catagor1es or degree of merit. ·rhe lowest 
degree of certificate is "Klcho Token", often refered to 
as "white paper" simply because lt is printed on wn1te paper. 
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Kanteisho cont'd . 

Next there is "Tokubetsu Kicho" which means "especially important" 
and is commonly referred to as "Marutoku " or "green paper " , as it 
is printed on a green stock . Maru means "circle" and Toku means 
"special" so it translates to mean "circle special". Next degree 
is "Koshu Tokubetsu Kicho 11 , commonly referred to as "maruko" or 
"komaru" or "high green". It is printed on a blue-green paper. 
Above these ratings are 11 Juyo Token" and "Tokubetsu Juyo Token" . 
These ratings are of very high order and most difficult to obtain 
unless an item is of extreem rarity . (Ed.note : The "Important 
Cultural Property" rating and "National 'I'reasure" rating are 
governmental ratings and not from any society . ) 

The Token Hozon Kai society of which Mr. Kentaro Yoshikawa 
1s a Director (who will head the Token Ta1ka1 '79 Shinsa}, have 
a different system again for rating swords. Basically, they are 
based on a comparison with a "perfect sword 11 , and are broken down 
into seven catagories . These catagories are: Yusaku (60-69%), 
Yusaku II (70-74%), Shusaku (75-79%), Shusaku II (80-84%), Yushu­
saku ( 8.5-89%), Yushusaku II ( 90-94%), Sai-Yushusaku { 95-100%) . 
The Yushusaku rating is equivalent to NBTHK Juyo rating. 

Just how re liable are Kanteisho? Let us take Kanteisho by 
NBTHK as an example. This is a very difficult area to judge because 
other than Juyo rating and above, the lower catagories (Kicho, 
Tokubetsu Kicho, and Koshu Tokubetsu Token) are judge by a very 
small group of experts in various rura l areas around Japan, and 
not necessarily in ·Tokyo. Judges are alternated so there is a 
strong "personal feeling" reflected at these shinsa and a reflect­
ion of personal knowledge is expressed in these shinsa . 

(Ed . note : This is why the higher ratings are not issued 
outside of Japan . These top ratings must go through a more rigid 
scrutiny from a very select "jury" of society experts, which simply 
is not ava ilable during shinsa in the U.S . ) 

The philosophy behind the Kanteisho has changed somewhat today . 
The thing we used to enjoy was the receiving of the opinion of a 
senior member of a socie ty. This thinking has been lost a great 
deal of the time today , with many people getting papers only for 
the obvious economical gain . If you have green papers rather than 
white papers you can obviously get a better price for your item. 
This thinking is behind about 90% of the people receiving papers 
today. I rate this kind of thinking as a kind of disgusting attitude. 
If one wants the opinion of some expert, he should appreciate it as 
that person's opinion. That feeling and attitude 1s the correct one. 
Money value should not enter into it. This of course 1s a personal 
feeling and I should not get into this at ti.11s time. 

(Ed.Note; The U.S. collector is somewhat blessed in that we 
are, if you l i ke, virgins in this field, and often our "attitude" 
is s omewhat "pure" and will remaln so if we can r esist the dollar 
temptations which meet us at every sword show . Let us retain this 
attitude . ) 
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However, in conjunction with this, I have often been asked 
to give my hu'mble opinion on oshigata sent to me. Often these 
oshigata are very poor and only partic1al oshigata (not of entire 
nakago). I usually spend an hour or two studying the oshigata 
and then give my honest opinion of it. Soet1mes I must say that 
I can not tell if the mei is authentic or fake. Nevertheless, I 
with the people (who are disposing of these blades after my kantei) 
would be decent enough to say that Yumoto said that the mei is 
bad or whatever. Especially in the case were the mel is bad! 
The person should tell the new owner of this opinion. I have had 
cases were an oshigata of the same sword has returned to me up 
to three times, each time asking the same question. I should 
think it would be common decency to tell the new owner that an 
opinion has been given on the blade. It certainly would save 
many headaches and hours of research. I personally would greatly 
appreciate following such ethical practices. 

John Yumoto 

INOUE SHINKAI TAIKAN -

John Yumoto has asked that the membership be advised of 
the availability of another new publication entitled, "Inoue 
Shinkai Taikan". This is another excellent taikan written under 
the co-authorship of Messrs. Nakashima Shinichiro and Iida Kazuo. 

This is another large book of approximately 450 pages. It 
will be made available in Japan about the end of September which 
means it will be available here probably mid October at the very

earliest. Price will be ¥30,000 or around $150U.S. John says 
that he feels it is one of the best books produced on the smith 
Inoue Shinkai. It will cover the allied surrounding Osaka smiths 
as well. The book is highly recommended by Dr. Homma of NBTHK 
and other leaders as well. 

Anyone interested in receiving a copy of this limited edition 
should send their request, along with a $10 deposit, to John. All 
orders will be filled as soon as the books arrive from Japan. The 
final price (in dollars) will need to be firmed up at that time, 
depending on the dollar-yen exchange. Those interested, write: 
John Yumoto. 

SWORD ARTICLE WRITTEN 

A very interesting and well written article on the Japanese 
Sword has recently been published by the Arts of Asia magazine. 
The article, a basic introduction to the sword, was written by 
JSS/US member F. Karel Wiest. The excellent illustrations will 
certainly stimulate almost any readers interest in the Nihont�. 
Copies of this magazine can be had by contacting Arts of Asia,  
The Newsletter will see about buying several copies for membership 
distribution. 
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Oshigata by ~es ~alker 

NAKAGO - 6igned MUf~U (no) hAMl ~AN~YASU . 
hateae;a.ri file marks. 'I'ang has 
been moved up making the cutting 
edee about 3 inches shorter and 
a extra mekugi -ana added. 

JIHA0A - v~ry small ltame . 

HAMON - .Suc;uha with nici and nie . 

LENGTH - 2 shaku l sun 2 bu. 25-¼ inch. 64cm . 

'l1Y1·.c.; ilc SHA.r'~ - Shinto period ( 1661) ka tana of' 
shlnori-zukura form . 

COMM~NTS - A very graceful blade from Settsu . 
It is interestine to note this 
smith sometimes siened KAN~SHlG~ 
and many times signed in a ~ irror 
form, a reversed signa ture. Very 
few swordsmiths aid this. His 
father sicned mos t of his blades 
this way . 
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REPORT ON UMETADA MYOJU EXHIBIT -

An exhibit pertaining t o Umetada Myoju and his surroundings 
was held from July 27th through September 17th, at the National 
Museum, Ueno Park, Tokyo . A considerable amount of credit for 
this rare exhibit goes to Mr. Susumu Kashima , Chief Curator of 
the Sword Department at the museum and his assistant, Mr. Nobuo 
Ogawawara . A brief listing of articles exhibited follows this 
article . 

Aside from the many swords , tsuba , kogatana , habaki, etc ., 
were also exhibited . This was probably the f irst time such a 
concentrated collection on Umetada Myoju was presented for public 
viewing. Apparently there were some problems in illuminating 
the items on exhibit. Some of us who went to see the great sword 
show several years ago, held at the National Museum , noticed then 
that the cases showing the small fittings were poorly illuminated 
so that 1t was very difficult to make a close study of the items 
seen . 

Umetada Myoju and the Umetada family has been studied by 
many people, a section at a time , one aspect at a time, that is , 
as a sword maker, tsuba maker , fittings maker , as a party to the 
furnishing of the entire sword mounting, etc. Obviously, the 
Honami was the family officially allowed to issue the certificates 
for the Totomi and Tokugawa Shoguns, and also the Goto family was 
well known for making fittings for the sword. By the way , early 
Goto family only made Meitokomono - namely muzzle cases, menuki, 
kodzuka, and kogai. Later generations did make other fittings for 
the sword though. However, Urnetada family was also quite unique 
because the did much subcontract ing for such j obs as shortening 
(suriage) of koto blades and t he putting of gold inlay onto the 
nakago. The official attr ibut i ons were done by the Honami, however , 
the work of inlaying the attr i bution onto the nakago was done by 
the Umetada family. They also did l ot s of carving on the blades 
and the repair of such blades . They al s o did habak1 and other 
fittings. Their habaki were very char acteristic and quite nicely 
done . As well as other t hings , they also recorded the trading , 
buying, and selling transac t ions of t he sword . This was not their 
job but they did keep suc h r ecords. It is very rare to find these 
written records of the Umet ada f amily . Several of these written 
records were displayed during t his exhibit and i t was quite impress­
ive to see them . 

The theory that Umetada himsel f made many of the tanto found 
is still a controversy . There i s st i ll a little a r gument whether 
he himself made these tant o or if somebody else made these blades . 
Also as for sword fitt i ngs , espec i ally t suba , ther e a r e some 
controversy with regards to t hi s school . 
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�etada Myoju exhibit cont'd. 

My personal opinion on this exhibit, studying from the listing, 
the exhibitors put emphasis on Myoju Umetada school, however, the 
later decendents were almost completely left out. We also encounter 
.. any 1 terns signed "Umetada II in this country which in most cases 
are mediocre to fair work but we sort of lose sight of their relat­
ionship in time and period with regards to this school. This could 
have been delt with more thoroughly. 

Reported by John Yumoto 

A listing of the items exhibited (in brief) ls as follows: 
1) Tanto, Tensho 16 year, 9th month.
2) Tanto, Bunroku 2nd year, 12th month.
J) Tachl, Keicho Jrd year, 8th month, Important Cultural Property.

(This ls the only long sword made by Umetada).
4) Tanto, Keicho 12th year, Jrd month. Important Artistic Object.
5) Tanto, Keicho lJth year, Jrd month. Important Cultural Property.
6) Tanto, Keicho 13th year, 8th month. Important Cultural Property.
7) Tanto, Keicho lJth year, 2nd month.
8) Tanto, Keicho lJth year, 9th month, Jrd day.
9) Tanto, Genna 4th year, 8th month.
1 ) Ken, Kwanei 8th year, Jrd month, 24th day, at the age of 74.

Important Artistic Object. 
11) Tanto, Umetada Muneyoshi
12) Tanto

0 
Umetada Motoyoshi

lJ) Miscellaneous swords.
14) Twelve tsuba by Myoju.

5) Seventeen tsuba by Jyusai and Mitsutada.
6) Two kogatana (blade for kodzuka).

17) Fashionable Yajiri (five).
8) Four habaki

_9) Four mountings 
2 ) Four Literatures and documents. 

A total of 63 exhibits were displayed. 

K REVIEW 

11 Japanese Swords", by Benjamin Smith Lyman. A reprint of a
nograph which was read before the Numismatic & Antiquarian Society 

f Philadelphia, J Ap;ril, 1890. A well written and authoritative 
3 page soft cover booklet of general interest on the sword. The 
pa._er goes through a brief discussion of the various sword forms, 
�.�.eir manufacture, tempering, polishing, mounting of the sword, etc. 
-· e section of "vall.lation" is most interesting, giving hints on how
a Samurai might judge his blade's merit. A very good discussion on

:s·r:e method of making Japanese steel and iron" is an appendix to the 
k et. 

A very worthwhile and reasonably priced addition to our sword 
rary. Available for $J.OO from Thomas Buttwe1ler
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FOR SALE/WANTED/rRADES 

A free advertising column for members in need of locating a 
specific type item or kodogu motif, etc., or who have a limited 
number of items for sale. (refer to "paid advertising" elsewhere 
in this issue of the Newsletter). 

• WANTED - A copy of the Compton Exhibit, JSS/US back issues,
and other good sword books. Contact: Carl Imhauser, 

•WANTED - Am creating daisho of two Bitchu no Kami Yasuhiro
blades. Need da1sho fuchi-kashira, tsuba, and 
menukl. Any school. Contact: A.Z. Freeman, 

•WANTED - Matchlock rifles or pistols, long or short, good or
bad, complete or incomplete. Contact: Don Williamson,  

•WANTED - Katana by any of the first four Ech1zen Yasutsugu.
Shibuichi tsuba with turtle design by Nagatsune 
( signed or mumei). 
Shakudo tsuba with dragon fly design by Murakami 
(signed or mumei). Contact: Graham Curtis,  
 

• FOR SALE - Have approximately (20) iron tsuba for sale or
trade for sword books or naginata. SAE for xerox 
of tsuba. Contact: Phil Davis,

•FOR SALE - Four replacement quality tsuba (2 namban,l choshu
- castings), 1 iron mokko shape w/gilt bamboo leaves. 
Also good shakudo-nanakoji tsuba. Contact: Leon Sill

•FOR SALE - Several swords. Send SASE for oshigata. Contact:

Ron Buckles,  

• FOR SALE - Sword bags available. �1r. Richard Hayashi is offering 
custom made sword bags made in old brocade materials. 
Anyone interested should contact: R. Hayashi, 

•FOR SALE - Sword fittings and some blades from my collection.
Send SASE for complete listing. Andres Rodriquez, 
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NEW ADVERTISING POLICY TESTED THIS ISSUE -

The policy of accepting "paid advertisments" in the society 
Newsletter has been discussed a number of times in the past. The 
first such advertisement is being run in this issue. Membership's 
acceptance or rejection of this policy will determine it's future. 

As a none profit Incorporation, we are allowed to accept pay­
ment for services such as advertising as long as all money received 
is fed back into the society as working capital. Limited advertis­
ing would greatly assist our treasury allowing for other projects. 

All advertisements must be in good taste with slogans like 
"All other offers exceeded", etc., not to be used in ads. The 
Newsletter Editor reserves the right to reject ads considered 
against this policy. 

Should advertisers be limited to JSS/US members only? This 
ls open for discussion. At the moment, all ads will be accepted. 

The "Free advertising" column will be retained in the paper 
for use by the membership for small ads of specific needs, as in 
the past. Please restrict these ads to four or five typed lines. 

Cost of paid ads will be $50 per 8½ 11 x 11" page, �JO for half 
page ads, and $15 for quarter page ads. An additional $8 should be 
added to the cost for photographs needing reproduction. Most import­
ant ..... please .... all paid ads must be camera ready. No artwork will 
be available from the Newsletter. 

One thought behind offering items for sale through paid advert­
ising is that such ads will make fine and select items available to 
all the membership, rather than a select few known to be in the market 
for such items. There is a U.S. market for good items and this is 
one way for putting the seller and buyer together. Your comments 
are.needed. Please express your thoughts on this policy to either 
the Newsletter or your Officers and Directors. 

LIBRARY ADDITIONS 

Several copies of the monograph "Japanese Swords" have been 
given to our society library by Tom Buttweiler, for which we thank 
him. Other addltions to the library this past year include copies 
of "Japanese Armour in French Collections'', Burawoy 1977; "Japan 
Day by Day", Peabody Museum of Salem, 1977; and the photographs 
used in the JSS/US Bulletin 1976, an article on the Mike Quigley 
collection of "Jakushi Tsuba". All of these are available for loan 
from our librarian, Mr. Howard Sloan
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SWORD TERMS AND DEFINITIONS -

NIKU - 11 terally means "meat 11 • NIKUOKI refers to the area above 
the cutting edge being full, having "meat", and not flat 
such as a kitchen knife. This should be noticed when 
studying a blade. 

OKURIKOSHI - A blade which is UBU (not shortened) but which has 
had the MACHI (notches) moved up to lengthen the nakago . 
The full length of the blade remains unchanged, however, 
the length of the cutting edge becomes shorter (and the 
nakago length becomes longer). ·rhis is found in many 
blades mounted in military mountings . It is commonly 
called MACHIAGE or MACHIOKURI too. 

SURIAGE - This means a blade which has been shortened. A blade 
shortened so as to totally remove the MEI (signature) 
is referrei to as 0-SURIAGE. 

TOBIYAKI - This is a condition of the YAKI (temper) which is 
independent of the HAMON (edge of temper) and 1s found 
above the hamon in the ji area. It will appear as many 
shapes and forms, being patches of tempering. If done 
by a good smith the tobiyaki should be of crisp clear 
nie or konie, but if done by a poor smith it will seem 
dull, drab and lifeless . If tobiyaki appear all over 
the blade in many patches, it is called HrrATSURA . 

MUNEYAKI - This refers to the kaer1 (turn back of the boshi) 
when it trails down the back of the blade showing up 
as patches of tempering (yaki) along the mune (back) 
of the blade. 

URUOI - This is a term for which it is very difficult to give 
the exact connotation 1r. english. The general trans­
lation for URUOI is; having moisture, dampness, or 
being "dewey". In applying this definition to the 
sword, it goes without saying that this is not the exact 
translation. The JITETSTU (the swords steel) or the 
whole blade having URUOI is applied to such blades by 
master smiths like Masamune of Soshu, Sa of Chikuzen, 
Yoshimitsu of Awataguchi in Yamashiro Province, and a 
few others. The jitetsu having URUOI ls traced to the 
nie of rather, the ji nie {Nie over the blades surface). 
The surface nie are very small and at the same time, very 
much "alive", having much brilliance . So seeing it close, 
the blade give the observer the impression that the blade 
has URUOI or "wetness" to it ' s surface. This can be 
compared to spraying a fine mist on black wool and then 
observing the droplets before they go away. On a sword 
this surface nie adds this brilliance to the sword. This 
impression is then call URUOI . 

(Definitions taken in part from Albert Yamanaka's Nihonto Newsletter ) 
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FOR SA LE 
COLLECTOR OF FINE JAPANESE BLADES 

KABUTO - Beautiful 63 plate, 1,800 rivit, lacquered steel helmet of the Saotome 
School, Muramachi Period. Relaced in Meiji Period. Excellent-plus 
condition. Letter and history indicating it was worn by one of Hide­
yoshi 's generals and was' handed down in a Daimyo family for 300 year!'l·. 
Unsigned. PRICE: $2250 

@ 0-TANTO - 12½" hirazukurl blade
thick nie. No kizu. 
niju habaki. Signed: 

with beautiful double hi, midare hamol". with 
Full polish with fine shirazaya, gold foil 

Green Paper Class. 
SOSHU JU TSUNEMITSU (Sue Koto 'J'sunehiro School). 

PRICE: $875 

@ WAKIZASHI - 16 11 Shinogizukuri, 0-suriage, mumei. Fresh excellent polish, shira­
zaya, gold wash habaki. A beautiful Shizu blade with classic Shizu 
midare, kaen boshi, profuse ji nie, chikei, and kinsuji. Excellent 
double hi. Never has been submitted to shinsa. Koshu Class 

PRICE: $2100 

WAKIZASHI - 21½" Shinogizukuri, signed: OMI DAIJO FUJIWARA TADAHIRO and dated
August 1643. Full polish, copper habaki, shirazaya, old green 
papers. This blade was seen by Dr. Homma on his visit to the U.S. 

© , DA ITO -

in the 1960s. His comments, as reported in the JSS/US Bulletin, 
were: "This is an excellent blade of great historical importance
because of the date which establishes when Tadahiro received his
title, Omi Daijo." This blade is also the "sho" (exact date, hamon,
and proportions) for the sword illustrated on p.850 of Nihonto
Zuika�. A Juyo Class blade. PRICE: $5500

28½" Shinogizukuri, Ginzogan mei to MAGAROKU KANEMOTO. (The mei appears 
to be the original mei, filled with silver.) The blade is wide with 
classic Sanbonsugi hamon. Large chu-gissaki with very well done autobori 
hi. The blade needs a polish, shirazaya and habaki. Kanemoto ranks 1st 
in supreme sharpness. A rare Koshu Class Blade. PRICE: $3750

I CD 
BOOK - A reprint of the monograph "Japanese Swords", by Benjamin Smith Lyman,

Philadelphia, 1892. Excellent and author:tative. Soft cover, 38pp, 
Illustrated. Very good appendix on steel making. PRICE: $J.OO 

1 © BOOK - "Token Taikai", published at the Sam Francisco Shinsa, 1976. A compendium
of articles on swords, tsuba, and fittings. Originally sold for $10.00 

-; (j) BOOK -

but offered now at a special price while remaining available copies last. 
PRICE: $6.oo 

"The Book of the Sword". A new HARD COVER reprint of the classic published 
for the Dallas Shinsa in 1972. The original is out-of-print and has sold 
for $40 at auction. Now a permanent hard cover (library binding) edition 
to replace your deteriorating soft cover copy. PRICE: $12.00 

® rtARE SET OF BOOKS "Tagani No Hanna". A complete set of 4 Taikan sized volumes 
with illustrations of the very best tsuba and small fittings 
in Japan. Originally published in Japan in 1908 with an 
edition of only 100 copies. Reprinted in 1972 in an edition 
of 500 copies, by the late Dr. Sato Kanzan. 'J'he reprint is 
a magnificant set with hand made brocade covers and gold 
edged pages. These are sold in Japan for upwards of $5000 
when available. A beautiful addition to even the most 
complete library. Boxed set. PRICE: �2250 

FUCHI-KASHIRA - Made f'or a very large daito. 
gamahada. Green Paper Class. 

Satsuma School, iron, with silver 
PRICE: $125 

® TSUBA WAX - A large J½" tin of a special wax formulated from the best
natural ingredients. It fills the open pores and inhibits
active rust on all iron surfaces. On tsuba and nakago it
produces the soft natural color so desired by collectors.
A lifetime suppy. PRICE: $7.50/tin 

All of the above items are guaranteed to be as described with 24-hour inspection 
allowed, postage paid to buyers. I will accept trades. I am interested in 
good daito, early (pre-1600) soft metal fittings, books and libraries on the 
Japanese sword. 

�h� above material is being offered to collectors. This material will not be 
offered or sold to any Japanese dealer until 30 days after this advertisement 
appears. 

If you have good swords, fittings, or books, I would be interested in �andling 
these on a purchase or commission basis, with the utmost of discretio •. If you 
have definit needs in blades, fittings, or books, please send me your specific 
want-list. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

I 



MISCELLANEOUS -

A number of reports have come to the Newsletter 1n reference 
to the polishing services offered by Kajihara Kotoken and Associates, 
as handled by John Yumoto. The cost is expensive (more so today 
with the dollar-yen battle), but the quality of work provided makes 
up for this. All letters received on this end have nothing but 
praise for the work produced by this firm. It seems the U.S. coll­
ector has at last been given the opportunity to have high quality 
polishing done within a very reasonable time. 

With the Chicago Token Study Group sword show coming up fast, 
perhaps a suggestion is in order. If you are attending this show, 
why not bring one or several items "for display only", for the 
learning enjoyment of everyone. It is always a pleasure to see a 
number of select items from private collections and this show gives 
us an excellent opportunity to "exhibit" a few of our prizes. A 
simple card "for display only" will keep the dealers at bay. 

Apparently the proposed New England Branch Symposium fell through 
and was cancelled. No official word ever reached the Newsletter but 
the news was learned by bits and pieces. 

During the course of each year, we gain many new members thanks 
to the recruitment services of our membership. It is high time that 
we give thanks to Mr. Stu Ogan for the many, many members he has 
sent to us since his joining several years ago. Without counting, 
it is felt that Stu must certainly hold the "recruitment record"! 
Thanks to Stu and all the members who have assisted in the growth 
of our society. 

A REMINDER! 

There will be a joint meeting of the JSS/US and TSG 
early Friday evening (13th of October). Time and 
meeting room number will be posted in the hotel lobby 
and announced over the lobby public address system. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE -

The next issue of the Newsletter will be mailed out around the 
first of December. Have all articles and adverti�ements in to the 
Newsletter no later than the last week of November. Thank You. 

Postscript: 

All members should have their 1977/78 
issue of the annual Bulletin. If you 
have not received your copy, please 
advise the Newsletter editor of this. 
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